[Rapid liver perfusion in multiple organ procurement in children. For liver transplantation].
We report our experience of the rapid liver flush technique in multiple organ harvesting from donor children. Between January 1988 and May 1989, out of 33 liver transplantations in 30 children, 24 were performed using livers obtained from children. The donors' mean age was 75 months. In every case several organs were removed (24 kidneys, 9 heart-lung blocks, 9 hearts, 1 pancreas). The mean duration of the procedure was 153 minutes. Supernumerary hepatic vessels (6 left and 2 right hepatic arteries) were left intact. Twenty-two hepatic grafts were classified as functional. Two grafts classified as non-functional were responsible for 2 deaths in this series. The rapid liver flush technique seems to be satisfactory in donor children when the following characteristics are taken into account: tendency to haemodynamic instability, small caliber of the vessels and fragility of tissues.